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Sharper Teeth Increase Tyre Recycling Rates

In five years at the Breighton, near Selby site of Credential Environmental, the “teeth”
of this 23-tonne shredding plant have recycled 15 million tyres.

Though the cutting blades are replaced every month, a major refurbishment is now
under way with a new set of rotors direct from the US manufacturer being installed
by York-based Bootham Engineering at a cost of £150,000 in an ongoing up-grading
scheme for the Breighton operation.

Replacement of the rotors is a major task and the teams at Credential and Bootham
have worked round the clock to minimise disruption to the plant’s customers.
Shredded tyres from the Yorkshire depot will soon be feeding the Tyregenics plant
due to open in Neath in July 2007.

Tyregenics is a £4 million-plus joint venture between Credential, BOC gases and
Canadian artificial sports pitch business Field Turf Inc. In a cryogenic process, some
9,000 car tyres a day will be reduced to various grades of rubber crumb suitable for a
wide range of applications, including sports pitches.

Credential director Steve Patterson said: “The new rotors are part of a £400,000
scheme to increase efficiency at Breighton as the new Tyregenics plant will process
over 30,000 tonnes of used tyres a year.
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Photography: 1. Credential technician Dale Waterworth examines the worn “teeth”
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2. The 23-tonne tyre-shredding machine begins its journey from Breighton to York.

3. Dale (right) examines progress on the new blades at Bootham Engineering, Yok



